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PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE 


Abdominal Myomectomy. — Bonier (These de Lyons; Abstract in Zen- 
tralbl. f. Gynakologie, 1906, No. 34) thinks that the ideal operation is 
removal of the fibroid alone,whenever this is possible, the disadvantages 
of total hysterectomy being the premature menopause and atrophy of 
the vagina. The younger the patient the more conservative should 
be the Operation, although it may involve greater risk and difficulty. 
Bonier’s own mortality in myomectomy is 3.3 per cent. The ultimate 
results were satisfactory. The uterus generally undergoes atrophy and 
the climacteric is normally established. Recurrence of the fibroid is 
rare. 


Tuberculosis of the Cervix Uteri. — Lannes-Dehore (These de Lyons; 
Abstract in Zentralbl. /. Gynakologie, 1906, No. 34) finds that tuberculous 
disease of the cervix is most common between the ages of twenty and 
thirty years, occurs equally in nulliparae and in those who have borne 
children, and that the infection may be either primary or secondary. 
Lcucorrhoea is always present, and often amenorrhoea, dysmenorrhcea, 
and metrorrhagia. Fever was noted in only one case observed by 
Lannes-Dehore. Clinically three varieties may be presented—the 
miliary, ulcerating, and proliferating. The treatment is surgical unless 
advanced tuberculosis is present in other organs. 

Ovarian Tissue in Dermoid Cysts.— Gentili ( Archiv . /. Gynakologie, 
1906, Band lxxvii, Heft 3) from an examination of twenty-three dermoids 
concludes that in many cases an ordinary ovarian cystoma is invaded 
by dermoid tissue, the common picture presented being the filling of 
the lymphvessels and spaces with fat, so that the tumor appears to be 
almost like a lipoma. 

Premature Menopause. —D arc a n y e-M ov rotjx (These de Paris; Ab¬ 
stract in Zentralbl. f. Gynakologie, 1906, No. 31) emphasizes the fact 
that premature menopause must be distinguished from amenorrhcea due 
to chronic or acute diseases. In some instances the early disappearance 
of the menses may be referred to reflex nervous influences, or to super¬ 
involution of the uterus, but more often to imperfect development. 
Delayed puberty, scanty and irregular menstruation and sterility, with¬ 
out impairment of the general health, point to insufficiency of the 
ovarian functions. 


Rupture of Pyosalpinx. — Lejars ( Zentralbl . /. Gynakologie, 1906, No. 
35) calls attention to the rare occurrence of intraperitoneal rupture 
of pus tubes and the difference between the gradual ulceration of the 
wall of an old pyosalpinx and the acute perforation of a recent abscess, 
lie reports two cases of the. latter, treated successfully by operation. 
In neither was there any history of traumatism, but it was evident 
from an examination of the specimens that the perforation was due to 
an ulcerative process, as in gangrenous appendicitis. 

Sclerosis of the Uterine Bloodvessels.— Witter ( Monatschrift. f. Gcb. u. 
Gyn., 1906, Band xxiii, Heft 6) describes the histological appearances 
presented in four uteri removed on account of intractable hemorrhage. 
It was noted that the continued use of ergot only increased the menor- 
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rhagia. This was explained by the condition of the intima of the 
arteries which had undergone connective-tissue hypertrophy. The 
result of uterine contractions was simply to compress the veins and to 
cause venous congestion, while the arteries were not affected on account 
of the rigidity of their walls. In one case Wittek believed that the 
arteriosclerosis was due to vasomotor disturbances, in the other to 
senile changes. This factor in the causation of menorrhagia is more 
common than is generally supposed, nor is the arteriosclerosis necessarily 
of inflammatory origin. Since frequent childbearing is a predisposing 
cause, the presence of arteriosclerosis should be inferred in the case of 
multiparse in whom no other obvious reasons for menorrhagia can be 
discovered. 
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Permanency of the Results in the Operative Treatment of High Myopia.— 

Pause ( Ztschr. {. Augenhk., 1906, No. 11) publishes a continuation of 
Pfliiger’s monograph, “Suppression du cristallin transparent,” Paris, 
1899, in an attempt to determine the permanency of the results in the pa¬ 
tients operated on by Pfliiger up to 1894; twenty-four of forty-six patients 
could be found for examination. With the exception of one patient 
in whom central vision was lost from extensive choroiditis, the visual 
acuity was increased twice and fourfold and in one patient fivefold. Im¬ 
provement in the function of the retina is to be regarded as the cause of 
such increase in the acuity. Central recent and old choroidal changes 
are not to be regarded as contraindications; on the contrary, the opera¬ 
tion tends rather to conservation of central vision (in two out of three 
cases observed). The increase in the anteroposterior axis is not in¬ 
hibited entirely but only checked. All the patients were well pleased 
with the result; many claimed that their sight was worse in poor light. 
Fukala’s method of operating has not thus far been surpassed by any 
other. 


A Diagnostic Point in Sarcoma of the Choroid.— Purtcfier ( Centralb. 
f. prate. Augenhk., May, 1906) emphasizes the diagnostic value of a 
dark deposit on Descemet’s membrane and the iris in sarcoma of the 
choroid; these deposits somewhat resemble an hyphema and are due to 



